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Abstract
On the entrance mechanism of graduate schools in Taiwan, the conflict of examination dates
is a crucial issue over the years. The debate is whether the Ministry of Education should
coordinate the examination dates to reduce conflicts in such events. We developed a game
model of enrollment for this issue and test the implications by using telephone interviews
and the panel data of the examination dates, the number of student applications, and the
enrollment of first year graduate students of 134 schools from 2001 to 2011. The results
show that the market segments have been well developed after the government highlighted
the list of top universities in Taiwan. If we orderly divide the universities into three groups,
i.e., top, middle, and lower; then in terms of students the markets of top and of middle, and
those of middle and of lower are overlapped. In contrast, the markets of top and of lower
are separated. To maximize the number of student applications, the schools have evolved
into an equilibrium that top, middle, and lower take their examinations during February and
March, March and April, and April and May, respectively. These dates are chosen by schools
according to their market segments and benefits. On the other hand, students also make
their choices according to what benefits them most. Therefore, we suggest that the Ministry

of Education should let the schools determine the dates by themselves.
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